you're OKay \ Yeah, I'm 
i i good. I'm-- 


Left hand 
is Dior Addict. 
Right is Marc 
Jacobs. 


Just tell 
me which 


one you like } Right. 
Agcot it. 


Sue, do you think you could throw : What are we trying to be? 
up a force field and keep out the Starts with an I? Just for one day, 


rest of the smells? exein = Reed-- 
Insensitive? Illiterate } <-just for th 


It's like trying I can't quite-- Incandescent? 


e 
| sheer, wicked 
conversation in inconspicuous. |g \ thrill of it-- 
a crowded room. 


to have a private 


pretend 
we're 
normal. 


Be ie 


A 


We did it! 
No Ravens. No 


Bombardiers. 


We did it 
and we got 


away clean! 


1 told 


you there 


was a world 


here. 


But why did 
we even take this 
direction, seed? 
What is this 


Higher 
prioritiesP 
Explain. 


Not clean. Not close. Tesseract | ( Can you help SAPENPP 
is Une ene iene a arete ; him? PPAPE 
hurt. Peep hurt. a 
c s Truth? He's ¢ WN An indigene. 

No! Fountain, ; hearing the tte mM Seed, translate 

you have to , call, Thresh. 

help him. | The call of 
i the all. 
aa 


T'll never 
pilot another 
bike again, if 


NoolAcare if you're 


Incredible. That Apity it's not 
terrorists or joy- 


auniverse sofar civilized. 

riders or just down in the nested 

shooting a freakin’ = folds couldbe /Careful, Brute. 
commercial. . — inhabited! That's some 


/ sort of Weapon 
You freeze right 5 % he's holding. 
there ‘til the cops 
arrive, or I'll pop . 
you where you 
stand. 


There, you 
see? Projectiles, 
fortunately. 


Vukni, we 


needtodeter ¥ 
these people. Do 
you have enough # 


to work with? 


Well, let's see. Broken glass. 
Wood. Stone. A lot of different 
plastic polymers. 


Yes, 
Threshold. 


Lilies’ 


& 
7 
——= 3 
i 22 Careful, —= 
etree Reed. F = ~ 
_/ Forgot \that thing | ~— 
SS <{ Thad it looks-- Age =a 
S=\ on. € gg ae 
| i‘~ “ 


as i 


a 


Or powered 
indigenes. Seed is 
too excited to talk 
any sense. 


The girl's a 
weaver. The other 
one is trans-fleshed. 
Dreamcatcher--? 


Good work. And 
assuming they're 
vulnerable to their 
own weapons-- 


| fields are permeable | 
_ \ to light, or ideas, 
>» or emotion’ 3 


--the projectiles I 
swallowed a moment 
ago should work on 
this one. 


{ Nice work, 
Thresh. 


were seedling 
warriors, like 
us. 
It doesn't 
make me happy 
to bring them 
to harvest. 


We have to get 
Tesseract back 
to Halcyon-- 
alive. 


But 
Threshold! 
Sky-Eater 

needs-- 


I'm sorry. 


— 


y 


ey 
SI 


—< 
Saree, 
+e 


officer. Powered 
indigenes are engaging 
an alien seed- 
combat unit. 


You're welcome. 
May the All bles 
your weapons. 


Tesseract's still V Wounds are superficial. Sleep, Fountain. \ si 
out, Thresh. Can't The Acheron haven't left aN Sleep heals. He'll 
figure it. any drugs or pico-tech g 
i in his system that 


Ican see. g yr 
ip N 
LY 
\ 
\\ 


Maybe. Getting some weird This place smells. And the } 


waves from his medulla, indigenes--they look just 
though. human enough to be 
Wonder ifthe Wi E creepy. 
Acheron founda Fees a 
way to spike him 
with liveware. ¢ 


It's like 
abad sense- 
net flick. Planet 
of the Monkey 


I've got you ¥ | 
wrapped up nice |) | 
and warm. “4 


be fine. 


Ignore them, Vukrni. It's 
best if they don't see 
you stare. 


see anuthing 

I don't want 

them to see, 
Threshold. 


Where are we 
going anyway, }, 
Thresh? 


Somewhere 
open would be 
good. Somewhere 
\ a songship can 


cd ( 
Jiddes Magnificent 
At Brute, why 


\ are you still in 
\ regressed 
form? 


Ican't change ” The Ravens were firing \ 
back. I'm stuck | disruptor ordnance, / 
like this. | and I took a hit. 


Oh yeaaah! 
Perfect. Even 
I could park on 
aspace that 
big. 
Throw up 
a beacon, 
Thresh. Whistle 
us home. 


| t 


I mean we're 
rapped here, 
Fountain. 


I mean I've 
Killed us all. 


| 
United States 
army. We'll take [Li t 
it from here. ‘4 , 
and weep, kid. 
You can read, 


fs (x » 
eS) / Hi, Lieutenant 
f FY Lumpkin. Thanks 


for coming 


Richards. You look 
a little rough. 


7 I was shot 
four times in 
the chest. 


rm 
I guess I don't keep Lieutenant, the people who did 
anything important all the damage here left their... ; 
in there any more. vehicle behind. I don't know 
what it is, but it’s alive. 


And--there f Ain't we 
aren't even any ay YF So it's coming got fun. 
holes. Ijust... Ee home with us. I want 
sealed over /S&xc te f to examine it. 


You're 
sure you're 


LRxQye 
Maube if 
one of the 
bullets had 
stayed inside 
me, I might 
have to-- 


some real 
careless } 
aliens. 


MPPRMEEEEEEEEEMPPMEEMRRMEEMPRMEE 


How? HOw 
could you 
do that? 


It happened, 
Brute. I don't 


; she was sealed in 
- my pouch. 


vc You're on 
\ Cdl 


NGF Fountain, whatever you 
3 can do to stabilize 


; “\ Tesseract's condition, 
do it. LF; 
~/ Don't know 


what his 
condition 
is. 
But you 
want me to 
dance in the 
dark, T'll 
dance. 


Copu, 
> soldier. We're 
coming in. 4 


Is anybody 
hearing this? 


Hold that y You'll be on your ‘ i X \ With you where? Thresh, this 
perimeter, own, here. Fountain, f place is dangerous. You 
Vukni. Dreamcatcher and Brute / can't-- 
are coming with { a gk 
me. 


P Tirideing back By. But suppose the Then I'll walk over their 
for Seed. a indigenes have found ff broken bodies to get 


Wistar her. UapRe? 4 ek back-- 


do anything 
without her. 4 


do anything 
a without you, | 
either. ; 


Seed will 
find her own 
way back. 


So you threw down Dude, that's cold. 
with a bunch of You said it was just 
aliens? y a shopping trip. 


I think-- There's a 
name for guys 
who hang out in 
ladies’ lingerie. 


with super | 


Y Or very 
advanced 


And you 
trashed 
most of 
Saks? 
Well, the 
cosmetics 
department. 
And ladies' 
lingerie. 


Look, I'm 
trying to 
concentrate 


They had this thing 
with them. The one 
who seemed to be 
the leader was 
carruing it. 


It might give 
us some idea 
of where they 

came from. 


Yeah, turn it Over. There's I'm scanning its 
ages! areturn intrinsic energy 
address. signature, you 


Y 


up for a game of Pancing 
Stage Max against the 


7 Nah, some jerks. MaShere e ] 
\{ of these gourds And I'd do We didn't fix 
}\, got a homing it alot faster the floor after last 
instinct. with you some- time. And she's kind of-- 
1 place else. dissecting a motorbike 


or something. 
fi 


Gonna have \ 
to be Grand 
Theft Auto. 


con, girl. 


You're sure this }S===/ Heat and moisture gradients 1 aw — /. 
thing is alive, : track like a living body's, Joy yr. . 
S\ Pad. And I'm fairly sure it's Ay” | Fyne 
photosynthesizing. . vee , 
can keepit | 


that wau. 


So is Very close, 
Seed close, Dream. A league 
Threshold? away at most. Wewon't 
leave Vykni and 
Tesseract alone 
for long. 


I Primitive, but kind J) ia. 
of exciting. They mimic the h 5 [ 23500 § 
Imean, it's LQ higher life forms wee ng cian en OnsrOL 

like they tooka \ asif they've seen Playing at being 
lot of bricks and | them. Or dreamed »~._ 9rOWN-ups. 
stone and built about them. 


a jungle. . These children 


could hurt us if they 
play too roughly. Don't 
a forget that. 


Without Seed 
to translate, 
I can't make out 
a word of it. 


That building up 
ahead--that's 
where we're 


TOrders, \ 
Thresh? 


Find Seed. 
Get her back. 
And if anyone 
tries to stop 


He wants coins-- 
exchange tokens-- 
to spend on artificial 

stimulants. 


But I think I can 
persuade his brain 
to manufacture the 
chemicals for itself. 


Well, 
my name's 
, Reed. What's 


“make them ||” | A 
sorry.” | E 
—_ = | 


” HOW are 
NS doing 
\ all this? 


Vand what 


is the this 
& hes re 


don't have a 
power source. 
You don't 
have a-- 


€nergu 
weapons. 
ood. 


These 
are soldiers, 
I think. And 
they're no threat 
to us. Gentlu, 
Sax Fountain. 
PRIOK22 


T'll save 
these beams 


Slow time. 
Should last 
until we're 
long gone. 


But we've 
tripped an alarm 
of some kind. 
Watch out for 
retaliation. 


What's 
the deal? No, c'mon. 
Who cares? Let's go 
T finally figured see. 
out that face 
kick thing. 


Containment 
breach, kid. We've 
got intruders 
coming up the 
elevator. 


7 can help you 
dis-intrude. 


Or you could get out But we're super 
of the line of fire and heroes, dog. 


let us do our job. , 
‘ The line of 


fire's where } 
\ we're meant | 


a 
” 

f \ 
5 

A r 


SA 


Ican't 
—{ control it! 
\ Ben, I'm-- 


poh Cod! faa 


You can 
still fly, 
though, 

right? 


Right? 


Imgonnahave 3 
to take that P P a lf” 7S 
as ayes. a‘ sais i 


a 


--spanking 
time, I guess. 


We're not really children, 
indigene. That was an 
illusion. 
VY specifically, it a 
was Preamcatcher. } 
We wore her as a 


{ Just as Magnificent |) 
Brute is wearing 
her now. y 


y For 
Tesseract! \B 
For the World- 
Tree! For 
the All! 


You use that 
sucker punch 'S okay. 
because youdon't Nothing to 
expect togeta be ashamed 
second shot in, 
right? 


It probably 
even works 
every once in 
a while. 


My friend, I Y 
am evolution's ) 
armory. & 


4 Any weapon 
nature ever gave 
a to any living thing is 
.; mine to use. 


a a 


Yes, Threshold. “ 
But his Skin is like 
armor. To finish him, 
I'd need to-- 


= Forget him, 
Brute, and think 
for once. 


We understood 
his words. 


We've found 
her. And now we 
can complete our 
mission. 


Igreet you, W 
Reed Richards, Take mu 
inthe name of hand, and 
the All. walk with 


me. 


Take your hand? why? Zz : Which means I'm lying on I'm Seed Nineteen, of the 
It's not real. f \ the floor of the /ab, and planet Halcyon. And my children, 
=—=7 a i you're projecting this whom you met so briefly--they're 
into my mind. named after me. Collectively, 
’ cold Hiles cirsiond they too are Seed Nineteen. 


| my left side, andIcan } 
smell solder and 
disinfectant. 4 


Ly 


They're 
brave and 
unique people. 


\ I think you'll \ 
i like them. y 


_ So the 
big question 
is, who are you? 


"--if I decide to 
let you live.” 


T'll be with you 
ina moment, 


She sensed us. 
While we were still 
invisible. 


’ Till make 
it quick, 


weaver we met Dream, those a eeh. 


earlier. Her senses were the last of 
are attunedtothe _ the lasers I absorbed 
invisible spectrum. 4 downstairs. She's yours. 


| Tesseract [ 
home at 
\ last. 7# 


7 What are you doing 
to her? Leave her Have we 
. met anuthing 
that isP 


doesn't. 
Things work 
differently 
here. 


Thresh, I think 
we've made 
a mistake. 


I'm beginning 
Me to think this world 
\) Minimal doesn't breed 
force, Fountain. soldiers. 
(This one's no threat. 


ot} 


iD" anonnne 


Z — 


We 
a a 


First 
impressions 
are SO 
important. 


Lob bk 


Take Tesseract 
but kill the 
rest. And mark 
your passage 
with fire 


alive, 


, 


North and East. 
in arrowhead 


#7 Ravens, deploy. 
formation. 


And right now the war goes 
our way. The rescue of 
Tesseract wounds the 

enemy badlu. He is our 
figurehead--our 
champion. - 


going to pull 


a knife on me, fun 


ma 


My children are soldiers, 
Reed Richards. They were 
soldiers in the cradle. 
In the womb. 


And yet we're 
a peaceful race. 
We make war only 
in order to 


Neat logic. survive. 


Sounds weirdly 
familiar. 


But in the bigger 
picture, something 
more is needed if 
Halcyon is to survive. } 
\ Your death might 
provide that. 


Idon't have a heart 
any more. And I don't 
use oxygen. 


Leaving aside 
the big question 
of why, you're 
flunking basic 
intimidation 
here. 


While you're 
here, I control 
your autonomic 


ctions. I could 
ke your heart 


Your lungs 
stop circulating 
air. Your brain 
cool and die. 


Why would I wish you 
dead? There is--at 
least, there is 
rumored to be--an 
object. A weapon, 
of great power. 


The Acheron 
learned of it, and 
have sought it for 
centuries, without 

success. _ 


I touched 

your mind, 

Irealized 
why. 


trying to 
say-- 


Why? Because 
Killing me stopped 
looking like a viable 

option? 


Because I 
believe my children 
will need you iF 
they're to survive 
him. 


The longer 
future must 
1 look to itself. 
Fare well. 


Gallowglass! 
How? How did he 
follow them? 


Unless--no! 
He could never 
have subverted 
one of my 
children! 


We must trust 
each other now, 
Reed Richards. 
We have no other 
choices left. 


And 
watch his 
hands. 


Please. 
Amoment. 


It may 
already be 
too late. 

I sense- 


Wait! 
What do you 
mean? 


Who is this 
Gallowglass-- 


and why 
should 
Icarer" 


lower your 

weapons and You're 

put up your under 
hands. arrest. 


No, Captain 
Chrysm. Pull back Sys 
and cover. _ daa 


We have 


toshow these \os 

savages what 

theu're dealing 
with. 


if I lower my 
guard-- 


--if Ilet the 
molecules of your 
atmosphere so 

much as touch 
me-- 


--see what 
happens. 


What are you saying, 
Dream? 


~ They stole g 
Seed. It doesn't aber d 
matter what their H 


motives were. @ came with them 


because she 
wanted to. 


I don't Know. 
But this one--she 
| was truing to heal 
Sku-Eater's wounds. 


They're called the Fantastic They'renota \ Perhaps Iwas 
Four. And they ace this way combat unit. too quick to 
ao - 4 — 


by accident. < see enemies. 


WwW Perhaps there 
was no hostility 


here at all. 


That I can 
believe. They 
went down like 

cut grass. /£ 


/ Butwe've \ 
| got plenty 


a 
Es: 


LS 


SS stand down, 


Nobody 


We fought her, but 
she took no harm. 


e N 


Dreamcatcher 
stopped before 
there was any 
damage to her brain. 


So that's all right, then. Happy 
ending. Hugs all round. 


No. I'm sorry. 
I was in unfamiliar 
territory and 
I assumed the 
worst. 


that there were 
no deaths. 


are you 
okay? 


So am I. For your 
sake. Take your Seed 
and go. 


talking about someone 

named Gallowglass, 
but you can pick up 
your OWN messages. 


That's it? Nobody gets 
their rear end handed 
> to them? 


They just 
{ get to walk } | 
away? / 


Gallowglass? 


Gallowglass 
is here? 


This isn't your 
decision, 
Richards. 


You Know 
any way to 
hold them, 
\ Lieutenant? 


Just because 
you call us 
primitives 
doesn't mean we 
don't have-- 


They tried to Kill us. And 
they trashed my bodywork. 
Look at this! 


L look like 
an insurance 
write-off! 


Kind of 
missed your 
point there. 


“Primitive, we need J 
to talk. 


oe 
No. We don't. \\} 
Are you hearing }| 
any of this? 


IF I were 
you I'd leave 
while you've 
still got the 


You have 
windows? 


Then look 
out of the 
windows. 
Tell me what 
you see. 


What 
happened 
down there? 


The Acheron. We freed Tesseract 


from their prison world, Sheol. 


My Well--you're v 


welcome. 


Your bike... 
um, Sky-Eater... 
| he says he can fly 
\ now. But he wants 
me to come 


I--said 
I would. 


You trailed your sleazy war 
across our world. 


By accident. We'll 
put it right if we can. 
Bring us to where our 

enemies are. 


Hey, do we 
look like cab- 
\ drivers? Take 
Afr A train. 


Coordinates-- 
not Known. 


Tesseract.Try 
torest. Threshold's 
gonna be back soon, and 
then we can all go home. 


Home. 
Yes. I'm here, 
commander. I'm 
right here. 


Zero on my ' 
beacon. 


you talking you're picking 
to? Nobody's up something 
out there. on Acheron 


frequencies. 
f Is there--? 


great. 


; These tree-men were made | 
by a Shaper. Probably Vykni, 


of Seed Unit Nineteen. 4 | 


Scatter and ‘ 
skirmish. He's 
not far. 


? SS - 
Tesseract--you 4 i aN 
stay here. i 


T'll draw them 
OFF, and then double 
back. You're too 
valuable to-- 


Resurgence 
is all! 


Fit for duty, 


: commander. 
y y 


Then 
fall in, 
soldier. 


And we'll 
be on our 
way. 


My God, 
look what they've 
done. Look what 
they've done to 

the city! 


This time 
somebody 
pays, right? 


” We're not 
gonna find 
. | more reasons 
}\ to do nothin’? 


fi Allright, 

Sky-Eater, so 
she fixed you. 
That doesn't 


make you pair- 
friends. 


She's not 
going to walk Ibet she 
with you under doesn't even 
the tree. like you. 


They've got Vukni 
and Tesseract. 
Fountain, land 

us! 


py (trevre teleporting! 
Match frequencies, 

i Sky-Eater. Wherever 

W he's going, 

we're going 


Too late. 
They're going 
to-- 


{ You gonna peel 


, Reed? 


/4/ Not planning 


a to. Better say 


now if you 
want-- 


it. No one's 


N bailing out. 


the last exit. 


7 Becausel We 
think we passed | 


© ACHERON, CAPITAL 
Ano HOMEWORLD OF TE 
ENDLESS RESURGENCE. 
THE CTY OF 
BADROULBADOR. 


fA, 


Therefore, 
weep! 


He will be 
reborn for 
you. Therefore, 
rejoice! 


He watches 
you. Therefore, 


(7 Ahues, the 
rebellion. Nicely 
handled--except 
that you ignored 
\ your father's 

order. 


He told 
{ youto kill all 
\ males over the | 
™ age of ten. 


Forty-nine 
days, to answer 


your question about 
your father's death. 


One of his longest 
immersions. 


Imagine his 


strength when he 
rises again. |magine 
the glory--and the 


carnage! 


Aye. Just 
imagine. 


How long since he 


Iwas away from 
died, Grulbur? 


Acheron, remember? 
That rebellion on 


know, Accuser planet Pux. 


The order was Unfortunate. Well, no matter. 


delivered without 


T'll have the messenger 
a code key. eviscerated. 
I was unable to And the 
decipher it. living prisoners 
will serve a useful 
purpose. 


|| “...can one ever 
| have enough 
of either?” |e 


>4 we're in outer 
} space! 


Ge know, I Know. 
Engine’s fine, 
but we're gonna 


decompress! Already 
Sie . there. Cabin's 


sealed... 


7 about the giant aaa 
spaceship with ff 
the big, sharp 

teeth. 


ACHERON FIREDRAKE-CLASS 
SHIP AV178, “REDEEMER”. 


SEVENTEEN PARSECS 
FROM THE NESSUS ORG é 
PARAHELION 


a 


Commander . , 
Gallowglass! \Fe 
It's anhonor | 
tohave you . 
aboard. 


I was 
{ heading for 
Pyx, but I'm 


. F N And tell me how 
f «The wretch is Vykni, oF Seed Unit many ships shifted 


in behind me. 


Two, commander. AHalcyon Po you wish them What say You, Tesseract? Shall 
star-cycle, and a second destroyed? I exterminate your former 
vessel of more primitive comrades? 
aera: h) > Kill--Kill 
‘ them all. Iam 
loyal to the 
Resurgence... 


...hand, 
heart and 
soul. 


Marvelous. 
Unfortunatel 
you're also half- 
dead. 


Your cortex 
is resisting our 
liveware implants. 
And that won't do 
at all--not if you're 
to be our secret 
weapon against 
your people. 


I wonder-- 
the Halcyon 
combat teams 


_\ near-identical 
stem-cell 
~\_ clusters. 


/ of these seed- 
| soldiers might be 
used to stabilize 
Tesseract's 
condition. 


Drake-captain, 
take the seed- 
warriors alive, 
and gene-strip 
them. 


Yes, commander. 
And the second 


IF they're 


vessel? 
The 


primitives? At your 
discretion. 


broadly human in shape, 
you may give them to your 
crew for recreational 
use. IF not-- 


--give them a 
death that's novel 
and memorable. 


ee 
Na 


\\g, ne DLN, 


The star- 
=_( cycle’s warming 
for a shift, 


Three-way lock, Y'Pin it to the : 
ground! / = 


Hahaha! Wau to go, ia Yeah, but they'll think we're 
Sue! Can't bring us A sissies. Let's land, and 
down if they can't tt \ start breaking things. 


touch us! 


Let's not. IF Luse 
the landing jets in here, 
I'll probably Kill someone. 


It's okay. 
Hey! That's IF Lcan just 
the guy we saw bring our 
in Central Park. | nose up-- 
We're gonna 
hit him. 


Ravens and 
drakelighters, 
engage at 
will. 


But kill the 
seed-warriors 
and you answer / 

to me. 


Sue, 
are you all 
right? 


He br-broke 
through my 
shield. 


It hurt, 
Reed! It-- ¥ 


Stay down. Catch 
your breath. 


We'll be 
right back. 
Promise. 


About 
time. With 
some people, 


--this is hea 
only language they 
understand. 


Say heu, 
now. It's the 
big ugly. 


And it's 
not often I 
get achance to 
say that... 


I am formed from neutron- 
degenerate matter, 
monster. 


The substance 
which exists only 
in the hearts of 


Consequently, Iam 
very dense. Very 
strong. 


And when 
I lower my 
personal force 


= 


4 _ 
> 
-& 
--spectacularly 
explosive. 


~~ I might 
I'll borrowsome We find a use for 
of that explosion, = it later. 
Gallowglass. . 


And you can 
have some of 
these projectiles 
one of the primitives 
fired at me. 


I believe 
they're called 
bullets. 


Ah, the exuberance of 
youth, with all its happy 
certainties. 


{ \t makes me 
physically ill. 


Put your head between 
your Knees, commander. 
That always works 
for me. 


OF course, \ 
it'll be easier 
if Lremove 

your head 

first. 


Let's-- 
put that--to \ 
\ the test! a 


Ah, but 
Brute enhanced by 
Fountain's blessing , 
touch. 


That makes 
me strong enough 
\ to humble even you. 


Day VTA 
> ee \ 


=~ 


— 


—\ burnedaholein You'd think 


s \ New York? any Central Park (es 
oH } taken them 


Meta-phase 
warrior. Thermal 
transduction. 


Invert. 
Full power. 


This one's Fair indeed, 


And she's F 
wounded. BP nde ae if your tastes 


seed-warriors. 
That makes her , 


I'ma 
Dreamcatcher. 
Ican convert my body 
into non-physical 
modalities. 


I became the 
grenades’ activation 
command--just as earlier | 
I became anelectrical / '.. 
signalinside your /.-* 
brain. < 


And from 
what I saw there, 
Susan Storm, I think 
it may still be possible 
to save some of 
our friends. 


BADROULBADOR 


AML AISS ALAA SAN] 


ON/ACHERON. pe ~ ‘ 
THEPALACE.O€ THE im 
CIRST REVELATION: Pa 


} Bring 
i them in. 


r- 


Not that 
one. Too old. 
Take him back 

to his cell. 


The other 
three should 
be enough. 


You are enemies 
of Acheron and of the 
Endless Resurgence. 
Your lives are 
ended. But be of 
good cheer. 
For you will give 
them up in a way 
that sanctifies 
you, now and 
forever. \ 
Our lord has 
immersed himself 
in death for seven 
times seven days. 
Now he will rise “ 
again. f 
But that ’ ea 
rising requires a 
counterweight. 
For him to rise, 
something else 
must fall. 


~~) 


May death 
{ receive you 
like a lover, her 
velvet arms 
wide. 
Take 
them into the 
presence. 
mm 


{o) 
. a Irepent! t1confess 
~~’ and repent! Don't “7” 
make me! Don't tf] i] 
make me! Hy /, H) | H) 


Cordwine. 


My lord! 
I abase muself 
before you. I 
grovel at-- 


Yes, yes. 
OF course 


you do. 
My son. 


Gallowglass. 
He has fished up 
Leviathan. 


He has 
found that 
which I have sought 
for so long. But I 
need to speak 
with him. 


No. Not 
Tesseract. 
Someone 


else. 
You mean 


Tesseract, 
my lord? 


A Halcyon 
seed-unit took 
him from us, but your 
son has indeed found 
him and brought him-- 


Our 
greatest 
ally, though 
he doesn't 
Know it. 


Though as 
yet he hasn't 
even heard 
the name of 
Thanos. 


Andforthe / 
rest i. 


strip these 
Halcyon puppies. | 


Now gene- 


Gallowglass. 


£ 
o 
= 
»p 
» 
o 
3 


Let them }) 7 


all go. 
Or T'll \ 
have to hurt 


go. 


Oh child, you have © And the birds have eaten 
wanderedinto your bread crumbs, so how 
the deep, dark will you ever find your 

wood. way out again? 


Do they 
have gas 
stations 

here? 


After I've 
taken you down, 


, I guess I'll pull over 
L> and buy a map. 
— > 


--how can 
you--? 


Preamcatcher's idea. 
My field dissolved when 
yours touched it. a 
‘Spectacularly 


She figured ©XP losive," you 
it would work said. 
the other way 
around. 


Girl, you 
don't know 
what you're 


doing! And that's 
when a tiny part of 
you touches normal 
matter, for a half 
a second. 


...ought to 
be something 
to see. 


\ 
_IRONIIATER CITY, PYK. 
ACHERON SPACE: 


cd | Look, 
mummy. Look 
yy at the falling 

7 star. 


It's a waste of 
breath, Lilya. 
The stars aren't 
looking in our 
direction. 


And 
no wish will 
speed us. 


But can 
I make one 
anyway, just 
for pretend? 


erat ey 


IRONWATER CITY. PYt 
ACHERON SPACE. 


Le = > We've identified pe 
7 > the ship that crashed, DA 
Captain. It was the Should I 
Redeemer, AVI78, out potigy the 


Va 
ca of Corodruum. praetors on 


4 


In due 
course, 
Sergeant 

wa Pword. In due 
course. 


But let's 
keep a sense 
of priorities 

% here. 


The most important It's only three months since these people 
thing is to disperse tried to rebel against Acheron rule. What do 
the crowd. you think the sight of a downed drakeship 


d - will do for their state of mind? 
Sir, my unit ; - 


isn't tasked for : . Especially if 


| peacekeeping. We've i) they're allowed to 
no nonlethal Y, break off pieces 
ordnance. for souvenirs? 


Then you'll 
just have to kill 
some of them, 
won't you? 


Livemen, 
fall back. 


Mechs, extrude 
broad sweep 
anti-personnel, 
level four. 


oc) | 9 SE . = oe é ij 
A a Bet UF il | 


\ 
3 
a 
=. 


Man, this sucks. 

We lit out of that 
burning space-whale 
like we lost the fight -- 
and now we're plauing 


hide-and-seek. 


We were lucky 
to get off the ship 
before Sue blew it up, 
Ben. And we'll be even 
luckier if we can bring 
Tesseract out of his 
coma before anyone 
finds us. Meanwhile, y 
we're gonna get } 
rained on. 


7 You th-think that © 
& wasthunder, & 
Rocky? 


Don't argue, you two. Things are 
bad enough already. We're 
trapped on an alien world, we've 
lost the Fantasticar-- 


my --and if anyone 
A saw Sue's 
|) force bubble 
breaking free 
of the ship as 
it fell, we're 
probably being 
hunted right 
now. : 


® Well, except for that 
Tesseract guy, who's 
still in a coma. 


And the : 
Matchstick. He 
can't gethis pilot § 
light back onsince B 
he got frozen. 4 


¥y How'd you explain 
the sc-screams? Some 
big celebrity just 
rolled up? 


But hey, 
least we still 
got our health, 
right? 


And you got 
yer hand stuck in 
that ultra-dense 
handcuf¥ thing. 


I should probably 
shut up now. 


No. You 
should go back 
in time and shut 
up five minutes 
ago. 


Sorry. When 
I'm nervous, 
I talk. 


this place is 
awful. How do FF 
\ people live F 


Tesseract 
won't live, Reed. 

BN Not unless we can get 

\ feed him to a hospital 


He's barely 
breathing. 


And 
w-weirdthing WY 
is, all Lcan think Id-don't 
of is the t-taste even like 
of strawberries. strawberries. / 


Dreamcatcher? 
Is that you in 
there? 


™ You said you 
could be anything 
j non-physical. 
Sm Would that include the 
»\ memory of a taste? 


You did well, 

Susan Storm. 

Better than I 
expected. 


Is that meant to | What about \ 
be ajoke? You p N } Gallowglass? 
turned me intoa . vy | i 
murderer! 4 . 


IF you truly 


killed him, the 
4 All will forgive 


y 


Ithink not. \ 
The drakeship's 
crew had time 
to reach their 

» lifeboats. _. 
And the 
seed shifted 


She--she was But you're right that 
inside my we must find medical 
head. facilities. 
I hope 
you were 
thinkin’ clean 
thoughts. 


; Enough time 
has been wasted 
here already. We 


should move on. 
You hate her, 
don't you? 


it, right? Until we're / ridiculous, Reed. 
out of here? OF course 


probably 
even manage 
a second or 
two after 
that. 


+ TT 


ROLE 


We're examining the crash 
site now, General. But it’s 
unlikely that we'll find 


Ula He's chosen 
ied Clowever the’ alll vour sergeant 
The Redeemer exalted presence f to be his 
appears tohave \ wishes to speak to vessel. 
exploded before you personally 
impact. The ; about this. 


destruction was . “a = receive , 
total. y ; \ him. 


Congratulations, 
Sergeant. 


Personally? 

You mean-- 

Thanos will 
manifest 


Exactly. He's 
recently risen 
from death, and 
it was along 

communion. He's | 

never been Th-thank 

stronger. you, sir. 
I wonder 
if I could have 
afew moments 
—_ to say goodbye 
4 Y to my-- 


wn 


— 7 
a 


wf * 


Majesty! I'm--I'm 
overwhelmed! 


Your loyalty 

is Taken as read, 

and there are other 
calls on my Time. 


There are survivors from 
the Redeemer. Aliens from 
another plané so far below 
Our Own, it was Thought to 
be uninhabited. They 
must be found. 
One in 
ParTicular-- 
This onée--is OF 
considerable 

interest to 


me. as 
I'll mobilize the city militia Well, soldier? 
at once. We'll search every Do I need to 
house. summarize 
Lord Thanos' 
Use life orders for ot 
scanners. A you? = \ 
\s Halcyon séed- ZA 
Ma | SOldian is with _ 
. them, and dim — 
‘. she's skilled > 
Pa in illusion. 


Ronan, is 
on his way 

by shift- 
ship to 
assist 
YOU. 


Your sergeant in Then 
his next incarnation proceed. 


Will enjoy a Thousand 
years Of life. And so 
will The man who brings 
me this Reed 
Richards. 


But let him 
slip and you'll all be 
rats in a bio-lab-. 


" Everuthing " ' 
you need will BEEP!) 
. be inside. / Code < 
recognized. ¥ 
Access 
granted. 


you canfor 
4 Tesseract. | 
T'll be back 


Back from where? 


(smells like milk 
that's gone 
green. 


With just a , 

hint of matured 
, armpits. 
| } 


Where are you 
going? 


Scavenging. We 
must get Tesseract 


| back to Halcyon. He is 


our strongest warrior... 


. he fights on all levels 


of reality at once. But we'll need 


Y op shift-techtoget 

way away from here. Can 

a & I borrow this one 
-_s to help me carry 


it? I presume that 
heavy lifting is his 
» function? 


I'm sorry. I've given 
offense. I know that 
birth is still a random 

process on your 
world. 2 


/ But surel J you've 
been modified for 


phusical labor, just as || 
\ Iwas for combat? /) 


No, actually I was modified 
fer ballet. Are you sayin’ 
I'm too tall? 
Leave it, 
Ben. Preamcatcher, 
if your mouth starts 
to open again-- 
--well, just 
bite down on 
something, 


I think she's right. Obnoxious, 


but right. Physical 


labor! What am 


ifEP 
ene: I, a forklift: 


Ihave to try to 
revive Tesseract. 
And Johnny's helpless 
\ until he can flame- / 

on again ) 


So it's 
down to you. 
You've got to 

get us our 


Yeah, okay. 
You made your 
point. 


Let's just doit. 


But do you 
think you could 
manage to not 

talk to me? 


Ican enter 
your mind and 
communicate by 
» means OF-- 


Talking is 
fine. We'll 
talk. 


I'm gonna 
rest here 
for a while, 


47 Okay, 
_{ Johnny. Take 


I'm all right. I'm all 


right. I'm not gonna P. 
faint. y 
[o] 


ut I want 
to go home, 
Reed. I really, 
really want to 
go home. 


Good. Me 
pie | 
Bi ’ [ 


It's all here. 


Well, this place looks pretty V 
weird, but Preamcatcher's 
right about the equipment. 


a 


There's some kind of a 
CAT scanner. And a full 
set of microsurgery 


I know, Sue. 
And we will. 


We--yeah. 
We will. 


And restraint devices. 
~ Lots of those. 


Oh God, 


Oh = Pelle ien't a 
God! ospital at 
all, is ite — 


It'sa 
torture 
chamber! 


a Just as soon | 
as we're done. 


( 


IN 


UM we 


7 peace and plenty, 
voice of all that is 
and is not, speak 

to us now! 


pre. Sos 


y Thanos is 
risen again. And 
Tesseract, the reality- 
dancer, the heart and 
soul Of us, is lost. 

IF ever we needed 
your counsel, 
it is now. 


It is so 
very much 
worse than 
you think. 


Since I left your side and 

went into the tree, there 

has never been a moment 

of more terrible import 
than this. 


The All favors 
/ your people because 
they act as a counter- 
weight to Thanos, 
who is the chosen 
of Death. 


But now he has found 
an ally of great power, 
and the balance shifts 

away from you. 4 


If Thanos 
speaks to 


Reed Richards, 


Halcyon is 
lost. 


His name would mean 
little to you. But he is 
on Pyx, in the city of 
lronwater. 


Thanos seeks \ 
him there, and 
must not find 

him. 


And death 
shall have 
dominion 
over all. 


But Pyx 
is behind the 
night veil, within 
Acheron's 
aegis. 


Our songships 
could not sing 
there, and our 
armies would 
fight at half- 
strength. 


Our children? 
The seed- 
soldiers? 


7 But they 
defend Halcyon 
herself. That has 
always been 
their role. 


Seed 
Unit Nineteen 
left of their own 
volition, to seek 
Tesseract. But in any 
case, my dearest 
one, you have no 
choice. 


Then send 
no ships, nor 
armies. Send your 
children. | 


Town's Aaah! No need. That They won't even 
hoppin' tonight. : gate over there-- see you. 
What are we looking Ja cross the street and : Because 
for, BTW? fp: go through. : M you'll be 
a Y 1 wearing 
The gate 4 me. 
with all the 
guards 
standing 
‘round it? 


They 
won't 
trouble 
you. 
Funnu. 
Because 


they look 


e as if they 
ye cli EN 


Energy 
signatures. Anything 
from twelve to two 
thousand in the alpha 
meta- synthetic , / 
spectrum. “T'\| check my "side 
i of the street, and 


St \ you check yours. aes 


whatever I 
actually say, 
you'll hear “open 
the door and 
let me in." 


3 a \ zs pedaling 
sorry, sir. & marshal. The insignia 


I didn't-- A y are faithfully-- 


You got your top button i 
undone here, soldier. 4 5 . as 
f a - : It's the 
I-I'm 4 = = uniform of a grand 


Not what I 
meant. You're 
touching me in some 
pretty intimate 
places. 


a I've got 
\ my eyes 


closed. 


Undo 
the second 
one, too. Looks 
more authentically 
casual, y'know? 


and Keep watch AA 


Till have to 
assume solid form 
while I work. 


mes < “6 : Pee _ = = ~ 
zz es eS \\ ‘ 
/ a a . oe . ees | 


again, so stay on your | 


= over there. 
- the far side ) 7 
74 of the parade | 
ground. 
guard, 


On 


7S \ <= — 


clusters in 
Tesseract's 
\ 


they're--colonies. ’ 
Groups of synthetic 
nerve cells. 


Someone tried to mess with his mind. Brainwash him, 
maybe. These things could even be memory 
implants. 

But the 7 
question is, 
can we get 
them out 
without killing 
h 


They show up like that 
because theu're active 
all the time. 


So whatever 
they're doing, 
they're doing 


Right. And 
Tesseract's immune 
system is going haywire, 
too. He's tearing himself 
apart, truing to shut 
these things 


Well, he'll die if we 
don't try, so I'm 
going in. 


You can mop 


/ 
sweat out of 


my eves and tell 
me you love me 
at the worst 
possible 
moment. 


Beautiful. Nine- 
tenths of a shift 
engine. And the rest 
we can jury-rig 
_ ourselves. _ 
Grimm, 
{we're ready ~ 
to move. / 


\ 


For fomenting rebellion 
against the benign rule of 
the endless Resurgence, the 


following are sentenced ; 
di ) <e) 


to death. 


Milura Tau 
vasilek. Her life- 
partner, sarim 


Fane Vasilek. Their 
children, \do, 
Grast, Perran. 


Tsimlae Cordin. 
His life-partner, 
Sae Cordin. Their 
children-- 


Y Mind your 
_{ Sorry. backthere, 
SOrry.. guy. Comin’ 


Want abetter Iapologize, Grand Marshal, : 
look, sir? but only public order ¥ : 
@ officials can mount the . 
platform. 


yf You did everything you al Z ; Sy 
\ could, Sue. And you did : A - 


. stabilize Tesseract's 
condition. (a) 
Yeah, but \) 


I couldn't get 
near those damn \ 
cell-clusters. I'm ] 

lucky he's still 

alive. How's 
Johnny? He's fine. He's 
been sleeping 


_= | 
You Know, I'm 
gonna be so happy 
when we get out 
i oofh : 


( Well, not until Ben gets back, 
2 obviously, but-- 


Taont 


mean that. 
I mean I feel 
responsible. 


Now that 
I've seen this-- 
misery--I can't 
just walk away 

from-- 


Well-- 
anaes They have 
ne a uF. but maybe surveillance 
arte you lost satellites, Reed 
them. Richards. They 
have life-readers 
and judgment 
hounds. 
I'ma living 
cloak, but no, 
we did not “lose” 
them. They're on 
their wau. 


Yeah, but 
then we-- 
kind of-- 
Ummm-- 


We interrupted 
a public execution-- 
and announced our 
presence to the 
entire city militia. 


They were gonna kill these little But we're not soldiers, 
kids, Reed. I just didn't think. Dreamcatcher. And we 
—~ I'm sorry. didn't come here to 


q a, Sorry? You 5 enlist. 
€ 7 Build your 
ee Grease shift gate. we'll 
‘ buy you the time Hees 
you need to-- endden=s 
--I--I 
don't feel 
so-- 


—~ 


‘a 


NS hy | 


He's doomed ‘\y 


us. IF he were a 
soldier, he'd be 
guilty of-- 


YOu may 

approach The 
presence, Reed 
Richards. 


We have 
much To discuss 

before this body's 
energies are 
exhausted. 


IRONUATER CITY,PYR. | 
St Ca —? 


Va YOu Throw 

S your force Fields 

| and your willpower 

against me to no 

purpose, Susan 
storm. 


tam nor 
OF normal Flesh, 
and they cannot 


/ Reed Richards. . 
Astonishing. L didn't 
even know your name 
until you shifted into 
: Acheron space a 

| / ' scant few hours 

| \ 3 ago. a 
But I've 

been looking 

for you for a 
Thousand 

» years. 


He's in 
Ben's mind! 
Dreamcatcher, 
get him out 
of there! 


She knows 
better Than To 
Try, don't you, 
little soldier? 


YOu know what 
WOuld happen to 
YOu if yOur psyche 
came into contract 
with mine. 


him touch 


| Don't let 
you! 


sO you run 
away, abandoning 
your new Friends 
To my mercies-- 


--even 
Though you 
know Tf have 
none. 


You're afraid 
of what these 
people would do 
if they were 
free. 


The storm troopers. The Y 
torture chambers. The 
executions. 


You're not as 
powerful as you | 
want me to think JW Ss 


youare: dO YOU say 
ThatP 


Freedom is 


disorder. Sot 
s subjugate the 
eae wills OF Others to 
my Own will. 


universe 
Which lets in 
randomness 
and chaos. ¢ 


With 
biomechanical 
devices, as in the 

case OF Tesseract. 
Or simply Through 
terror and 
coercion. 


And They 
Thank me. 
They give up 

their Freedom 
willingly. 


They never 
knew what To 
dO with it in The 
First place. DO you 
understand me, 
Reed Richards? 


Oh yeah. 


I understand No one's 


you okay. But 
fascism is kind 
of retro 
where I come 
from. 


been seriously 
into it for sixty 


years or so. 


Fascism? The : 
doctrine that the 
state is God? 


¥ is that They Obey. 
That my will becomes 
Their will. 


Sounds like 
deathto 


me. 


TL would commission you 
TO build something 


Theniil ¥ 
give you my 
answer. 


for something 
Which I once Owned, 
but Then lost. 
Tr looked--like 
This. 


a friend oF 
mine. Serve 
me, and she 
will be your 
friend, 
Too. 


Serve 
you how, 
exactly? 


¥ Ben? Oh, yes. The 

monster. He's 
holding up well, 
sO far. 
< Burt tel) 
me. ls he happy 

\ in This body? 


Task 

because L 
have disposition 
Over bodies, and 
over SOUuIs. 


For instance, ? 
T could put your 
friend's consciousness Would he 
into the body of ong OF my appreciate 
soldiers. Young, strong, such a gesture, 
functionally normal. do you Think? 


Look--if I made you AS I said. TO erase Then it's no. And Ben would 
your big glass dice- the wills OF the be saying the same thing 
thing, what would . ; if he could. 
you use it for? I'd rather pull 
; out my own Drain 


with a crochet hook 
than work for 


lel perhaps i el 
T haven't explained 

myself clearly and death are 
huge, abstract 


DUST OUTSIDE 
O€ THE CITY: 


That's it. 
The lronwater 
shift-gate. we 
could jump to 
\ anywhere from 


; But only 


WY after we've found 
Dreamcatcher and 
Tesseract, right, 


Threshold? 


Dream and 
Tesseract are 
dead, Brute. They 
were still in the ship 


when it hit atmosphere. 


No point talking, we're 
not walking. 


€nough Acheron 
grunts down there 
to change a light 
bulb. ‘ 


And liste 
Someone's 
shifting in. y 


The--the lronwater Parliament? 
But we destroyed it. ¢ 


The senators were 


Take me to 
ake Cuneta executed, and their 


House. 


I formally 


“< cede authority 


to you, and await we've found 
your Orders. the off-worlders, 
and our units are 
moving in to surround 
them. Shall I take 
you there? 


This world 
presents us 
with not one but eee 
two potential deal with 
threats. 
: q both of 
~~ \ spel 4 


This is life 
as most people 


least is an end To 
uncertainty. 


is One reason 
why I love it. 


I'm afraid 
not, child. 
T may 


For the 
love of--what's 
happening? I'm 
here and I can't 
even 


JOOK like 
your ponderous 
friend, but he is 
no more Than 


y tirough which 
TL choose to 


‘My hande! 


— \. My body! 


Dreamcatcher! 
What did you 
do? , 


‘A--a 


/ sundering. : 
When your friend ee 
| began to fight back, His--his 
Isteppedinand cut strength of 
him free from will--incredible! 
Thanos. Otherwise I wouldn't } 
have survived 
the touch. 


Is Zippo 
the Kid 
okay? 


—_ 


I'm fine. 

/ You want to be 
(7 cooked through or 
(2 still pinkin the 

middle? 


Something's 


moving |} 7 


outside. 


I think 
they've-- 


’ The first 
wave will be 
\ mechs. 


Mostly. 


THEIRONIUATER 
‘SENATE HOUSE: 


This was 
the oldest \ie 
Parliament in Fy 
our galaxy. 
Yes, 
Accuser. That 
was mentioned fA 
in our briefing 
notes. 


m Apiece of living history. People understand 
: A treasure. symbols, Captain. 
»_- That was why ’ Even very stupid 
BE we destroyed it \ ie people. 
"A so thoroughly. ; m * Symbols are We 
= elegant and 
memorable. 


The leech 
bomb \anded 
right there. In the 
center of the agora, 
when the Senate was 

~ in session. 


They died 
screaming. And 
their screams were }§ 
preserved asa 
monument to 
future ages. 


Agonistes, do you 
have a lock on 
me? 


Visual and 
thermal, Accuser. 
Everything we 
have is at your 

disposal. 4 


Excellent. 


Make me the 
center of a circle 
three stades across, 
and train your weapons 
at the circle's 

edge. 


Nothing is 
to join us. 
Nothing is to 
leave. This 


You still think that 
following him was a 
good ideaP 


We didn't 

have a choice. 
IF Ronan is here, 
he's here for a 
reason. 


Tesseract 


might still be « ‘ < 
eo, ee alive. ve have ~ | 


--I think 
this is going 


to end 
here... 


“since we took shelter 
in the primitives’ world, 
things have gone 
from bad to worse. 


“escalation es 
after senseless a ) 
escalation. 


“--this has 


the feeling of FJ 


a final act.” | 


Richards. Sure, 


Wait! _/ Dreamcatcher. ti 
You want me to eke 
calla time- )e 
out? _ 


But what 
are you going 
to do? 


We can't \ 


They're just pinning eRe 
us down while they I'm giving you 


bring up bigger 
ordnance. 


I'm going 


to try something 
different. something 


that dives usa 
chance. 


the coordinates 
of your own world, and 
of mine--Halcyon. You'll 
have to assemble the 
gate and program us 
a route home. 


Ow! 
But I've 
never-- 


I'm giving 
you that 
knowledge, 
too. 


The 
opposite 
of what I did 
before. 


A merging. 


It helps 
that they're 
brother and 

sister. 


* That their 
nervous systems 
are so alike. 


This is 
probably-- 


--something 
they could 
learn to do for 
themselves. 


Accuser Ronan, there are reports that The universal Y Your army is 7, 7 Well that sure 

the fugitives have generated a flaming weapon sees unnecessary i fi ) | leaves me feeling } 
Shield which is impervious to shells the fugitives. » now. 7 \_ inadequate. Ay 
and beam weapons. ; af 


The 
soldiers 
request 

mM further 


P telithem 
to do nothing, 
Skaven. 


Please don't The basis ~* 
talk, Ben. Trying for awhole new \ | 
to hold--all these science. It's-- | 
ideas inmy head. unbelievable! 


Dreamcatcher, you'll have to 
' turn solid again. Go, 
Iwon'tbe ¥ Richards. J 
able to geta y Go 
lock on you 
otherwise. 


ca Reed, you " You bad, beautiful 
ne didit! , uber-nerd, you 
=. brought us 

ae home! 


Look at 
the street 
sign! This 
is-- 


r ie” 


LBA: RAR Koy ABR ANI 


The shift beam. Someone must have 
diverted it. But--only a universal 
weapon has that power. 
Okay, this 
must be some 
part of Eightieth 
Street I didn't a Z|! , 
see before. [.< : y | We are 
TAA; ; lost, Reed 
Richards. 
We are-- 


man |= 
7 


Reed Richards, 
of Earth. Susan 
and John Storm, 
Benjamin Grimm, 

also of Earth. 


You stand 
accused. According 
to the law which I 
embody, you will 

be judged. 


Along with 
the world that 
gaveyou {| 
birth. 


Hello, tower. 
This is flight BA1IO8 Confirm 
requesting confirmation or update, 
of final approach 


please. 
into JFK. Over. 


Hello, 108. All “Come in from the northwest, 
fine here. on runway three. You're next 
1 Aa . Mes ges “as after AAI044. Find him fifteen 
Pi prirenenec. re hundred feet below your 
he eige c position, vector 170. 


Hold on 
that, tower. 
We--we've got 
aproblem 
here. 


Turbulence. 
Very strong, out 
of nowhere. We're 
being pushed off 

course to the 
south, over. 


N 
Turbulence? But the wind's 
at five Knots and you've got 

clear blue sky. You can't 


AV 


I'm going to 
have to climb We're not 


above it and gonna ride this 
make another | out, tower. It’s 


too heavy. 


Okay, we're 
climbing to eight 
thousand. 


I think we're 
above it. It’s 
easing OFF 
now--but-- 


ened to 


What's 
idtown? 


happ 
mi 


The 
judgment 
zone is 
sealed. 


oy Twill 
/ accuse, and 
then I will judge. 
In the name of 
my father, 
Thanos. 


3 / We just smacked down 3 Your city is stillhere. { Seriously, Wave the magic wand 
B your daddy's whole ‘en But Ihave welded . and get out of my face. 
army, moron. Eu it at this point to Me 
< lronwater, from which JR I'm a peaceable 
No. Only you tried to flee. i & soul, but I've had 
adivision | <a a bad day. 
of the city ] Two worlds 
militia. will watch as your J 
a sentence is 
passed. 


I am a public 
accuser--the 
embodiment of 

the Acheron state. 

You may not 

touch me. 


Get out of 
/ our way. And give 
i us Manhattan back, 
or they'll have to 
rebuild your face 
from pictures. 


! It is 
} sacrilege. 


| 
i 


y Oh, 
_| dreat. Sue! 


that flashlight 
~ thing. 


Okay, but catch 
Ben on the rebound. 1 
want to see how far he goes. 


The universal \y 
Weapon can 
manipulate 
all energies it 
samples. 


Heat is only 
agitated molecules 
of air. Flame is only 
oxidation. You will 
cease this attack. 


And now 
you will submit 
yourself to my 
judgment and Kneel 


of Acheron. 


before the state , 


Or T will 
hold this boy 


| in contempt } 


sacrilege, 
huh? 


z What do 
/ youcall this? 
Loitering with 
intent to 
barbecue? 


’T call this 


futile. 


She has a ; 
suggestion. 
She needs-- 


Okay, 
playtime's 


Court'sin ¥ 
session. <== 
He's 
going to 


And their 
world, probably. 
He said as 


Andthenhe'll ~ 
take Tesseract 
back to Acheron. 

We'll have achieved 
nothing. . 


Yes, I--I see. Ican 
--YOU, try, Seed. twas OA 
Dreaiicascher. afraid because-- 
it's Acheron bio- 
\ tech, and I might 
_ lose my way 
; init. 


Do we get to present 
any evidence in our 
own defense, 
Ronan? 


Evidence, 
verdict and sentence ‘ 
belong to the accuser, ) What if the 


accuser gets 
not the accused. it wrong? 


Then why \ 
7 even bother 
with a trial? 


Why not just 
\ killus and clock 
out early? 


Because the forms of law 
are sacred. They must 
be observed. 


Beginning with the 
accusation. 


You have 
assisted known You have 
fugitives. destroyed You have 
You have Acheron entered Acheron "A04 now 


conspired roperty. You have space unlawfully, Have you 
against st state Ieper ch causedaship and fomented youlee anything to 
of Acheron. of the linetobe , rebellion. reel? i: say before 
destroyed. arrest. | sentence is 
passed? 


The dignity 
of my Office is 
at stake. You will 


all be judged! 
You will all 
die! 


Did you ever 
see Twelve Angry 
Men? See, they all 
start by thinking 
like that. But then 
they kind 
of mellow 
out. 


Well, the 
pod-mother told me 
a story involving magic 


beans and wish-trees, 


but I always thought 
that was-- 


Run? And 
get shot in 
the backP 


How's that 
gonna look on 
my résumé? 


7 Tesseract? 
I've overloaded 
your liveware 


\ implants. Do you 


remember? 


j Remember 
what? An accuser 
is attacked. I have 
to help him. 


a 
primitives! }) 


We give you 
this window. It's 
all we can give you-- 
Ican't animate this 
wall forever! 


But Lam loyal. Loyal to 
the Resurgence. Loual 
to Thanos! 


enslaved your mind. 
Think! Think oF your 
ildhood. 


On 
Acheron? 


” On Halcyon. 
You were born 
beneath the 
world-tree on 
Halcyon! Darien 
blessed 
you. Please 
remember! 


Or we're 


| all going to 


die here. 


conflict is 
absurd. 


None of your 
#/ energies--none of your 
abilities--can do me the 
slightest harm while 
I hold the universal 
Weapon. 


And you 
cannot take 
it from me-- 


So I believe 


| the trial may 
< resume. ——| 
With 
some slight 
ee alterations 


to the list of Laem 
accused. 


«What I 
believe-- 


Behold! Oh, 
behold! The 
dimensioneer, 
the totality 


Warrior: Everywhere 


Man is returned 


Let's 
hope it's | 
enough. 5 


I've always 
wondered, 
Tesseract, which 
ofus would prove almost sorry 
the stronger. when my father 
decided to recruit you 
rather than kill you. 


You over- 
estimate 
yourself, 
Ronan. 


You fight -- 
within the 
confines of the 
three-in-one. 
I inhabit--the 
many. 


7 But you're 
not yourself, 
omni-soldier. 


= Anyone can 
>\ see that. 


Blight! It's--it's 
not possible! 


Tesseract 
can't lose! 


I think we 
may still have 
a chance. 


4 But you've 
4 got to do exactly 
what I tell you 
to do. 


You need a 
respite from 
battle. 


Just until 
your liveware can be 
{ repaired and we can welcome 
\ you into our ranks again. 


He just 
did. Threshold, 
listen tome. 


y¥ The sentence is 
death, children 
of Earth. 


“You swallow 
energy, right, 
Threshold? 
And spit it 
out again? 


“And Preamcatcher-- 
you can link people 
together, mind to 

mind, power to power. 


“The way you 
did with Sue 
and Johnny.” 


Dreamcatcher. 
Boost her as 
far as you can 
take her. 


can link all of us 
together. 


Johnny's 
flame. Sue's 
force-fields. Ben's 
strength--and 
Brute's, too. 
Pour 
it all into 


| 
) | 
“But it all de 
|| on Fountain 


~~ SS. 


For YOu, 
and for your J 
F | 


she needs to 


“Give her what 
survive this." 


Th-thank 
\. you, Ronan. 


gonna be up. 
The weapon--it 
can still absorb 
all that energy 
and use it to 
heal him. 


And you're 
gonna stand 
and watch? Let 


Universal 
Weapons are 
heavier than 

they look... 


Y Ben, you \ 


I did it! It's 


Thanks 
to you, Reed 
Richards. You are-- 
incredible. 


really a warrior, 
Threshold. I'm-- 


Hot hot 
hot hot hot 
hot hot 
hot! 


Hey, much as I hate 


to break this up-- 


have trouble 
walking home 
with a broken 


Threshold, those \4 
people--on Pyx. 
You have a duty 

to them. 


Thanos is 
going to take out 
his frustrations on 
them, too. They 
shouldn't have 
to face that 


His Seed is j 
precious. \t \J 
must not be 

wasted. 


7{ none of your 
\ business. 


== 


It doesn't 
matter now. 
The worlds are 
drifting apart 
again. 


SF. 


Be wary, 
Richards. Thanos 
will not forget 
this injury. He will 
seek you out. 


Sim 


We'llput Y¥ 
ona door 
chain. Bye 

now. _ 


\ (db Ue «| 


There are a thousand 
worlds in Acheron space, 
Richards. But Pyx, at 
least, has nothing 
to fear now. 


Seed is 
receiving 
multiple shift 
signatures, 
on Halcyon 
frequencies. 


We've got j 


/ & 
2 | 
2 
oY 
£ 
8 
5 
gL 
£ 
i) 
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THEBARTER BUILDING. | geponas 
: s ‘sa 
MANHATTAN, NEW YORK. (Loe eae 
Y* priorities. 
You've got to 
see that... 


] ~,..Kim and 
| Alicia want to 


And without 
the 3D imager, 
these disco 
lights are kind 
of lame. 


Dreamcatcher downloaded 
the whole of Halcyon 
science into my head, 
in one big Jump. 


It's still fizzing 
around in there. 
I feel like my brain 
is on fire. 


The cubic : 
I keep thinking lattice keeps you said 
about what coming back. I've 
Threshold said. tried other 
That Thanos would shapes. 
come back. 


But ata 

given level of 
complexity it 
defaults back 


I think Ican to this. 


Right. And — do something 
retro-stomping about that. 
24. «to Gnarls Barkley I've got an idea 
will help you with for a--a kind 
that. of weapon. 
Something 
really new. 


Sorru, 
Johnny. You'll 
have to 
wait. 


Dude, I thought 
Thanos 


wanted you to 
make a dice 
for him. . 
S Yeah, but 


this is different. | 
It's probably even ]|> \ 
wrong to call it 


a weapon. _ 


It's more Of a-- = 
I don't know, a reset 


button. Just in case 
things get out of hand. f 


Well, I guess there's 
always the hangar 
deck. 


Can we hook 
the lights into 
General Ross's 
field lasers? 


I totally 
get this 


